This article describes the preparation and execution of mass rallies in Italy's province of Istria, which had marked the beginning and the end of the Italian invasion of Ethiopia (October 1935 -May 1936. The events were organized throughout Italy, where millions of Italians assembled in public spaces in order to listen to the speeches of Benito Mussolini. On October 2 nd 1935, the regime organized a "General Assembly of the Forces of the Regime" during which the beginning of the war had been announced, while on May 5 th and May 9 th 1936 the victory and proclamation of the Empire was celebrated. Based on the presentation of these events via the writings of the official regime, the regime-affiliated press and confidential documents, the paper discusses the main organizational and ideological features of the mass rallies, with an emphasis on the manner in which the Fascist authorities prepared them and the way they were presented in the press. Modern historiography regards the Ethiopian War and the assemblies that accompanied it to be the pinnacle of the consensus given by the Italian people to the Fascist regime.
Introduction
The Italian invasion of Ethiopia between October 1935 and May 1936 is often seen as the climax of the period of consolidation of the Fascist regime in Italy. Although there was widespread scepticism towards the war in its initial stages, the economic sanctions imposed by the League of Nations the popularity of the fascist regime and the support for the war in Ethiopia at home had increased. The official Fascist propaganda celebrated incessant Italian victories in Ethiopia, parties were organized by the regime's organizations after every victory, not a single school course passed without mentioning the war, and newspapers were filled with ecstatic letters from the front. More specifically, in May 1936, after the Italian occupation of the Ethiopian capital Addis Ababa on May 5 th and the proclamation of the Italian Empire, the rebirth of the Empire "on the fateful hills of Rome" (sui colli fatali di Roma) on May 9 th , are considered the pinnacle of a wide societal consensus achieved by the leadership of the Fascist regime. "Maybe for the first time in their lives, Italians wore their Fascist clothes without a sense of discomfort and their acclamations were spontaneous". 1 With these words of caution the leading historian on Italian colonialism Angelo Del Boca follows his description of the euphoria generated in Fascist Italy in those days. Modern historiography regards the 1930s, which ended in a war, as a period of consolidation of the corporative Fascist state and a time which had forged a genuine "mass consent" around the figure of Benito Mussolini and his Fascist regime. 
Pazinu).
5 The views of the Slavic speaking population of Istria will be explored through their Zagreb-based émigré journal, the Istra.
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Mass Rallies and the Ethiopian War: Fascistization through Apotheosis
The Italian Fascist state was built as a single-party regime moving in the direction of a complete submission of the society, whose aim was to forge a "new man" devoted to the totalitarian and imperialist project of the governing party. The mass rallies as events of a public ritual should be seen as one of the main driving forces in the process of creating a totalitarian community and the fascistization of the masses, which fits into the approach of the eminent Italian historian Emilio Gentile to Italian Fascism as a project of gradual creation of a totalitarian state.
7
Various 19 th century thinkers and modern authors agree that the mass rallies as events of public ritual have the purpose of bringing about a cohesive feeling both among the individuals participating in such an event, as well as from the masses directed towards the state. 8 The totalitarian states used these events for purposes of creating a "collective harmony" in a state of "perpetual mobilization" through constant education of the masses by the regimes, in the Italian case, a process called "fascistization" (fascistizzazione). 9 The Fascist regime gave greater importance and even aesthetic value to the events of public ritual in Italy, exploiting the enthusiasm created by them and the cohesive effects for its purposes. The already existing rituals were "fascistized" in the process of connecting the State and the Party, and imposed strict rules on all public manifestations. 10 Emilio Gentile argues that the "most grandiose events in the history of Fascist mass rituals were the vast assemblies which had happened during 5 The documents analyzed are from the Prefecture of Pola fundus of the archive, letters and telegrams between Rome and the Prefecture in Pola, as well as between Pola and the various Istrian localities.
6 Weekly journal in Croat and Slovene languages that was published between 1929 and 1940 in Zagreb (Kingdom of Yugoslavia) by Slavs that escaped from the Italian-ruled Julian March region. The author recently published a work on the topic of the coverage of the Ethiopian war by that journal: David Orlović, "La Guerra d'Etiopia e gli Slavi della Venezia Giulia sulle pagine dell'Istra, settimanale degli emigrati Croati e Sloveni a Zagabria", Quaderni del Centro di ricerche storiche di Rovigno, XXV, 2014 , 177-220. 7 Constantin Iordachi, "Introduction", in: Comparative Fascist Studies -New Perspectives, Constantin Iordachi (ed.), New York 2010 the Ethiopian campaign". 11 Historian Renzo De Felice argues that the fascistization process of the 20s and early 30s failed, and that the way to achieve the totalitarian nature of the regime was now implemented through foreign policy. 12 The Italian foreign policy, which culminated in the Ethiopian War, unified the Italian people through the regime's exploitation of outside pressure for propaganda purposes. Throughout the war, mass rallies and events of public ritual contributed to the homogenization of the Italian people congregated in the squares around the country, culminating in May 1936 with assemblies celebrating Italy's victory, and nearing the closest state of unity with the Fascist regime. The aim of these mobilizations was to give the people "a focus of political love and emotion".
13
The departure of soldiers and gatherings of people asking to be enrolled as volunteers in the campaign beginning with May 1935 kick-started a series of mass rallies that were re-occurring right up to the culmination of such events, when the official end of the war and the proclamation of the Italian Empire was marked by huge assemblies in early May 1936. Between these two periods, Istria, and thus the whole of Italy, saw a series of mass rallies, including the so-called "General Assembly of the Forces of the Regime" (Adunata generale delle forze del Regime) at the announcement of the start of the war on October 2 nd , and the subsequent celebration of the takeover of the symbolic Ethiopian town of Adua on October 6 th 1935.
A period of stagnation in the campaign saw the regime using sanctions imposed by the League of Nations for propaganda purposes, rallying the masses to help the victimized country with a culmination in the The "General Assembly of the Forces of the Regime" was preannounced on September 10 th 1935 with the foglio d'ordine ("order sheet") n. 141. 15 In the early hours of October 2 nd , Mussolini informed the King that the following day the Italian troops would start crossing the border of Italian Eritrea into the Empire of Ethiopia, and following the King's consent, the Duce prepared the communiqué n. 10 regarding the East African affairs to be spread through newspapers the following day, announcing that the military operations started. Contemporaneously with that, the Duce worked on giving the final touches to the speech that he meant to give in the afternoon". 16 At 14.30 PM, from the microphones of the Italian radio broadcaster EIAR 17 , the Secretary of the Fascist Party Achille Starace announced that the signal for the adunata announced by the order sheet n. 141 would be given at 15.30 of the same day by the "sound of bells (…), siren screams and drum rolls" in various cities. In the words of the Italian historian Angelo Del Boca, after the signal was given, "in an event without precedents" over "twenty million Italians, largely in uniforms, headed towards the piazzas designated for the 'great concentrations'".
18
In Rome, Del Boca describes, the masses assembled at Piazza Venezia "in spite of bursts of rain". The Duce appeared on the usual balcony of his office at 18.45, and gave a speech which lasted eighteen minutes summarizing Italy's needs for colonial conquest -"to have a place under the Sun" after "thirteen years of Italy's wait to have its legitimate demands as a victorious nation fulfilled". 19 After the speech, the crowds were "too excited to abandon the piazzas and occupied them until late that night while the speakers propagated fascist and patriotic songs". Del Boca adds that "in some cities processions marching under the lights of torches, while in The September 22 nd edition of the Corriere Istriano gave additional details concerning the organization of the upcoming gathering. Now, precise orders were given to the members of the various fascist syndical organizations of Pula. Again, they were obliged to leave their work places immediately after the sound signal and to gather at Dante Alighieri square. This edition of the journal also included directives for the ex-combatants, the district group Vincenzo Ferrara, who were ordered to gather in the district headquarters on Diaz street, while the members of that group who owned motor vehicles were to be ready to participate in the adunata with their vehicles. Next, the members of the Bersaglieri units on leave were also ordered to gather at their local headquarters. Interestingly, the journal included directives for the farmers who were members of the Party. The marching band of the MVSN was asked to gather at its headquarters in Kandler Street, while the officers of the Balilla organization were specifically asked to be ready in "marching mode" with their belts and alpine hats. Finally, the members of the Fascio Femminile (female fascist organization) were asked to follow the orders pertaining to the male organizations listed above. The decrees note that "justified absences" (assenze giustificate) should 20 Ibid, 393.
21 Milizia Volontaria per la Sicurezza Nazionale, the regime's paramilitary squads (Blackshirts). The public was expected to follow the calls of the gathering strictly with the aim to achieve maximum participation in the adunatas throughout the Province. The orders were intertwined with highly patriotic language that emphasized the people's participation in what was intended to be an event of greatest historical importance for the entire Nation. That is what was presented to the public through the media. would have to participate in the gathering as members of the Fascist Party. Also, the Prefecture is ordered to send a telegraph "as soon as possible" the ministry of the Interior in Rome with the details about the performance of the adunata and the approximate number of participants, as well as to note any relevant emergency. 29 Another telegram, dated September 24 th , applied the same impositions regarding the keeping of a minimum number of employees at all public offices.
30
The archival sources contain a document dated on September 23 rd compiled by the director of the main civilian hospital of Pula, Santorio Santorio, detailing the orders of how the employees of the hospital should behave, due to the fact that all the employees of that institution were asked to attend the adunata on the basis of the instructions of the Federal Secretary. The orders detail the erection of a first aid tent in the proximity of the Amphitheatre of Pula and the presence there of a couple of medics in case of any possible emergencies. Also, the manager of the power station of the hospital was allowed to stay at his post until his daily work ends. "To no other person working in the service of this institution will be considered justified the absence to the adunata (…) in conformity of the orders given by the respective hierarchies". In addition, the decree asks the non-members of the regime organization to gather in the atrium of the hospital, while some hospital officials present at the adunata were ordered to compile a list of the personnel present at the event before noon of the day following the adunata.
31
A letter dated on the September 22 nd decreed that all the cinema halls were to be immediately closed in the Kingdom at the moment of the announcement in order to allow the public and the employees to take part in the adunata. The telegram specified the venues to be closed: the theatre Ciscutti, and the cinemas Umberto, Ideal, Arena, Garibaldi and Savoia.
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The authorities had in mind the possible disruptions of radio, telephone and telegraph operations in the Province in the event of the adunata and the participation of many employees. A message dated on September 18 th from the administration of the local Post and Telegraph operator reassured the Prefecture that all the operations would continue in full swing during the event of the adunata. Society of the Venezias (Società Telefonica delle Venezie) obliged the company that "in case of the summoning of the General Assembly out of the regular work time of the telephone offices of the Province, the employees should come immediately to the office and stay put until new orders are given".
34
The official documents tell us that the preparations for the gathering were being taken seriously by both the central government in Rome, as well as the local authorities in the Province of Istria. The regime's aim to bring "twenty million" Italians to the piazzas was an order that could not be overlooked even in the tiniest corner of the country. One such example is the early announcement of the need for speakers and radios to be ready at public places. Also, organizations clearly had in mind the importance of the upcoming events and strictly abided by the orders of gathering, making all possible arrangements to allow the participation of its employees in the gatherings, as well as its continuation of work in the best possible way with minimum personnel available at the moment of the adunata. We may assume that the officials of lower rank wanted the organizations and bodies under their command to behave in line as much as possible with the government's aims in order to show their fidelity to Fascism.
The October 3 rd edition of the Corriere Istriano gives a detailed description of the events that took place in Pula the previous day. At 15.30 PM, cannon shots followed by church bells and the "scream" of sirens announced the beginning of the adunata. People of various age and gender "rushed towards their homes to wear their uniforms". The journal notes the bad weather with rain pouring the whole day, but the city was soon wrapped in Italian flags and half an hour later the people were ready at places prescribed for the gathering. Although the weather changed for the worse, "the enthusiasm reached the highest point humanly possible".
35
The writer of the article calculated the fascists present as 25.000 of the Commune of Pula (city and surroundings) plus the thousands of citizens non-members of the various organizations who spontaneously joined the gathering. "An awesome, superb and unforgettable gathering, worthy of the Caesarian epoch", the writer concludes. 36 Ibid.
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The journal informed its readers that the idea of having the old Roman Amphitheatre of Pula as a venue for the adunata was dropped because of the bad weather. Accordingly, the Fascist Federation thought about that possibility, and with "truly admirable regularity" the masses could reach the following closed venues: the city theatre Politeama Ciscutti, the Circolo Savoia, the Sala Umberto, the Casa Balilla and other places where the radios with loudspeakers were prepared in advance. According to the journal, this process of the gathering was accompanied by the playing of patriotic songs and hymns through loudspeakers, "which amalgamated hearts and spirits in a high ideal which outdid all possible estimates".
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With the impossibility to attend all the events at all the venues simultaneously, the editors of the journal chose to describe the events in the main venue, the Politeama Ciscutti. The theatre is described as being completely filled by people, with the leading fascists of the province and various regime organizations present, identified by their pennants and flags. As the Duce's speech was being waited for impatiently, the marching band of the Scuole CREM 38 continuously played patriotic and fascist compositions. The Duce's speech was listened to with "emotion with no limit" and the people's "soul was stretched to better hear and understand the meaning of His words", reads the article in the Corriere Istriano.
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The gathering was followed by the masses' filling of the streets of Pula and engaging in several processions with the marching bands leading them. The patriotic songs and fascist hymns were repeated in a "spectacle of fabulous beauty, causing chills". The processions went through the Sergia, Kandler, Carrara streets and the Largo Oberdan Square, they came together at the Port'Aurea Square (Golden Gate, a Roman triumphal arch) where they slowly dispersed. Three cannon shots signalled the end of the gathering at 19.00 PM, but people continued to celebrate in the illuminated streets of the city. 40 We see that the journal describes the adunata as happening in extreme order, in line with the preparations described before. In line with events throughout the country, the Corriere Istriano wanted to show that the adu- ) . The details about the events in each of these locations are repetitive. In Rovinj, the weather problems forced the participants to gather in several closed venues, too, like fascist premises, schools, theatre and cinema. In Piran, the masses ignored the bad weather and congregated in Tartini Square. In the small town of Vrsar, all of the gathered people filled the elementary school, where several radios were installed. The gathering ended with the masses filling the Egidio Grego main square of the small town.
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The descriptions of the events of October 2 nd 1935 in the Province are shorter summaries of the main event described in the Province's capital, Pula. The events in each location are described in a repetitive fashion, but again with an emphasis put on the orderly happening of the gatherings and the euphoria of the people participating in it. The event happening in every corner of Italy, in the smallest communities, in the absolutely same fashion, is the proof of the centrally-organized adunata that aimed at the presence of millions of Italians in front of the radio speakers. In accordance with the Interior Minister's earlier request to the Prefect to provide the details of the adunata, to give an approximate number of participants in it, and to note any possible disturbances, 43 the Prefect Cimoroni sent a telegram on the evening of October 2 nd noting that the adunata occurred in Pula and the Province "in maximum order amid delirious manifestations of enthusiasm that reached its pinnacle with the Duce's speech", adding that "although the bad weather raged everywhere", the participants in the adunata [in the Province] number one hundred and thirty thousand along the twenty five thousand in the capital [Pula] ." The Prefect also notes that "no incident of the slightest importance occurred". The mass listened to the Duce's speech crowded inside the ancient Roman monument. After its end, "the whole Arena, fantastically illuminated by the reflectors, seemed lighting up in a fiery ray". People started leaving the venue in order to form processions holding torches and Fascist pennants, which afterwards ended at the Forum. "After the historical ceremony of redemption [after World War I], the one from last night was certainly the most spectacular and enthusiastic that Pula ever saw". The newspaper counted the participants in this adunata as thirty thousand.
53 A telegram sent from the Carabinieri corps of Pula to the Prefect's office gave the same number of participants in this adunata, also noting that the process of gathering of the people "took less than one hour to happen". The report reads that "After the melting away of the gathering maximized enthusiasm was noted, later becoming delirious, and after the end of the Duce's speech an unending procession took place, with singing of the hymns of the [Fascist] revolution through the streets of the city".
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The assembly of May 5 th occurred all around the Province of Istria, with the sound signals announcing the adunate. The Corriere reported on May 8 th that 7.000 people amassed in Rovinj, listened to the speech, and continued celebrating late into the night. The same event, without the number of participants, is described in the cities and towns of Piran, Oprtalj (It. Portole), Vižinada (It. Visinada), and Buzet (It. Pinguente), where a "promise made on the day of the takeover of Adua was maintained", with people offered free wine "that was, naturally, immediately assaulted and consumed in a flash". Indeed, the Carabinieri responded to the Prefect's request to be informed about the happenings throughout the Province. The brigade in the community of Cerovlje (It. Cerreto), central Istria, reported to the Prefect the regular gathering in the headquarters of the Dopolavoro, with three hundred people participating in it, "almost the totality of the inhabitants". The telegram notes the processions and illumination of buildings in the village, with "normal progress of celebration in other fractions under jurisdiction [of that unit]". 57 From Tinjan (It. Antignana), the Carabinieri reported the "intervention of around 500 persons in ordinary manner, all enthusiastically applauding the Duce's speech" with "normal public order". 58 In the northern city of Koper (It. Capodistria, Cr. Kopar), along with the emphasis of the participation of six thousand individuals and their "extolling of the King, the Duce and the glorious army", the Carabinieri reported "optimal weather conditions" during the adunata, as the Prefect had asked for in his decree.
59
A longer message dated on May 8 th sent from the Podestà of the small locality of Oprtalj to the Prefect Cimoroni in Pula details the events of May 5 th . The sender wrote that the adunata, "in spite of its announcement at the last moment", resulted in the participation of 1500 persons "from the Castle and [surrounding] County". The Podestà mentioned the "loud applauses" after the Duce's speech, which was followed by the performance of the Dopolavoro's marching band and by a religious ceremony in the town's church, while the windows were kept illuminated along with the "fires of joy in the fields". Also, the letter points out the fact that people from more distant villages kept arriving in Oprtalj later in the evening, when the gathering was slowly drawing to a close. Indeed, the following day of May 6 th , was marked by constant feasting.
The Corriere Istriano writes that students from the Magisterial Institute filled the squares and streets of Pula starting at early morning in order to continue the celebrations. The students, soon joined by high school pupils, formed a procession that visited government buildings in the city. In elementary schools, the journal writes, singing of hymns and patriotic songs was organized, followed by occasional speeches by the heads of these institutions. The Alessandro Manzoni school organized a visit to the Marine cemetery, where flowers were laid on the tombs of local Fascist heroes and those from the First World War. In the evening of the same day, bands played fascist and patriotic songs in Port'Aurea Square, while new processions were formed that continued late into the night. The description of the May 6 th events ends with the note that "popular joy was spontaneous and firm, giving the best example that the sentiments of the citizens of Pula were totalitarian and Fascist in nature."
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The Corriere Istriano writes that jubilation continued on May 7 th , too, amplified by the news of the takeover of the Ethiopian town of Jijiga (Ogaden region) by the forces of general Rodolfo Graziani and by King offering to Mussolini a high military honour, the Medal of the military order of Savoy. The new assembly, the journal writes, was quickly organized by various regime organizations in the evening in front of the Casa del Fascio of Pula. A procession was formed and led by a marching band, while the public gathered along the streets where the procession passed, ending at Port'Aurea Square. There, amid loud acclamations, a local official read the King's decision which honoured the Duce. After the assembly dissolved, the jubilation continued until late evening, the journal reports.
64
The regime clearly aimed to have the people mobilized for several days after the May 5 th announcement, although the preparation for the gatherings those days was left to be organized by the individual local Fascist organizations in a more improvised manner. The May 9 th edition of the Corriere Istriano carried a short notice calling the citizens of Pula to assemble at 22.00 PM at the Forum to listen to a new speech delivered by Mussolini. A second notice in the same issue decreed the illumination and flagging of public offices in the city. 65 A telegram from the Prefect to the various Podestà around the Province decreed the instalment of loudspeakers in squares and other gathering locations for this event, too. 66 The preparation of this event was again hasty, but the various Fascist organizations should certainly have been ready after several days filled with events and gatherings. What followed was the "most solemn" of the evenings in this week of "Fascist passion", the Corriere writes. Largo Oberdan was "clad in black by the crowd", and "the families that had the privilege to own a radio, deserted their homes for the piazza in order to become protagonists of this highest moment that the Fascist Nation is living in". 67 Regarding the decision not to use the Forum or Amphitheatre as a venue for this adunata, the journal notes that the local Fascist Federation saw the Forum as too small due to the large number of soldiers from the regular army asked to participate in the event, while the Amphitheatre was seen as difficult to be properly illuminated in such a short period of time. 68 Interestingly though, the symbol of Pula's Romanity was not to be used for the event celebrating the reappearance of a new Roman Empire. The Corriere counted the participants in this adunata in Pula as 40.000, noting that "even the Largo Oberdan proved itself too narrow, because when 40.000 citizens are mobilized, it is very difficult to find a good place in Pula to contain them all". The Navy (Regia Marina) provided reflectors to be installed around the square. Before the speech by the Duce, the mass was able to hear both hymns played by the orchestra, as well as the chants from the people assembled in Rome, heard through the installed speakers in Pula. At 22.15, the radio announced that the Fascist Grand Council initiated its short proceedings, while at 22.35 the speech itself was announced. His words are described in the Istrian journal as "a new Gospel, going directly to the proud heart of every Italian". After the speech, an army general left the tribune of honor to order the troops the hailing of the King, now Emperor and the salute to the Duce. It was the official end of the adunata. It was followed by processions through the city, this time using decorated lorries owned by the various Fascist organizations of the city. Again, the jubilation continued late into the night, the Corriere writes. At midnight, a new communiqué announcing the promoting of the victorious Italian commander in Ethiopia -Pietro Badoglio -to the title of Viceroy of Ethiopia, created further reasons for celebration, the journal notes. Immediately before the mass commenced, 101 cannon shots were fired. After the religious ceremony, the parroco of Pula, Monsignor Angeli delivered a speech praising the victory "by Italy's soldier" in Africa in face of the economic siege by the League of Nations. The speech ended with thanks to God for allowing the victory to happen. After his speech, the local casualties in the Ethiopian campaign were remembered through the reading of their names. After the ceremony, the Corriere writes, all the women mem- bers of the Fascio Femminile formed a procession that marched to the statue of the Roman emperor Augustus in front of the Amphitheatre, where an official placed a wreath "in homage to the founder of the Roman Empire".
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It is interesting to see how this event had the Catholic, Fascist religious elements joined together, with the element of Romanity present in the choosing of the place for the ceremony. The altar for the mass was put in front of the Temple of Augustus, the religious ceremony was followed by the Fascist rite for the fallen, and the dedication to Augustus concluded the event.
The Corriere Istriano edition of May 12 th described how the events of May 9 th happened in the Province, in the towns of Piran, Pazin, Vodnjan, Rovinj and Premantura (It. Promontore). Again, the same pattern: after the Duce's speech, processions amid singing and joyful acclamations were lauded. The Corriere described all the events after May 5 th in Rovinj, where the Salesian band played every evening between May 6 th and 8 th . The Te Deum that was described in Pula on Sunday, May 10 th , happened in each of these localities, too.
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To conclude this part, the long letter that the Podestà of the Comune of Vižinada sent to the Prefecture in Pula detailing the feasting throughout early May will be useful. The May 5 th celebration, the Podestà wrote, involved the participation of the inhabitants of many surrounding villages along the Fascists and many citizens of Vižinada, in a "participation so totalitarian, not seen even at time of the celebration of the annexation of this Commune to Italy [after World War I]". He detailed the listening to the Duce's speech in the main square, which was followed by a "mighty" procession that passed through the centre of the town "amid manifestations of joy". This gathering, the Podestà concludes, involved the participation of four thousand people.
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The description of the events follows with the mentioning of a religious ceremony which took place in the local church on the evening of May 6 th . This event, too was followed by processions which lasted "until the early morning of the day 7", the letter sender underscores.
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The May 9 th gathering is also described, with an interesting note expressed by the Podestà: the event was attended by the "allogeni from the most distant villages with their wives and children". This is the first time that we find the mention of the Slavic element in Istria in the official documents related to the gatherings during the war in Ethiopia. The overall gathering that held the Duce's speech as a central point, the Podestà writes, was "welcomed with an enthusiasm never met before", and was followed by huge processions that continued until 3 AM.
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The letter emphasizes the fact that every evening had some form of joyous manifestations, "culminating" with May 10 th , when a gathering organized by the Podestà himself that afternoon had the role to "crown with a demonstration under the light of the Sun the week consecrated to Victory and the Empire." The event involved speeches by him and the local priest, the Podestà continues, while the main focus were the wives and relatives of soldiers from Vižinada that were currently in Africa. A further event took place the following day, when all the schools of the Commune had the Duce's speeches repeated by the teachers, with new processions following the lectures. There is no doubt that the Podestà clearly wanted to show his efficient lead of the events in his Commune, clearly seen in his boasting of the event he personally organized on May 10 th which involved a speech that he delivered. He detailed every single event, wanting to show it followed the same pattern as in the rest of the country. The local element, involving the emphasis on the participation of the wives and relatives of soldiers sent to Africa took a prominent role only in the event organized by the Podestà. And again, the fact that he mentioned the participation of the Slavs arriving from distant villages is interesting in itself, although we currently cannot confirm his claims or see under which circumstances they attended, if described a completely different reality in the backdrop of the celebrations. In the context of narrating the Fascist repression against the Slavs in the Julian March, the journal reported that surveillance was heightened during this period and the spy network investigated their behaviour during the celebrations. According to it, villagers had to abruptly finish their work in the fields when the signal for gathering was given and forced to attend the assemblies, while some were physically assaulted for not showing importance to the celebrations. 80 An article even points out the fact that some Slavs who did not attend the gatherings suffered beatings and were forced to drink castor oil, while it was noted that there have been attacks on those who did not hang the Italian flags on their windows.
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Conclusion
The mass rallies in Istria that this research covered, and thus Fascist Italy in general, should be seen as one of the driving forces in the process of creating a totalitarian community and the fascistization of the masses, fitting into Emilio Gentile's approach to Italian Fascism as a project of gradual creation of a totalitarian state. The regime used these events for purposes of creating a "collective harmony" and a state of "perpetual mobilization" in the ongoing education of the masses. Throughout the Ethiopian war, the speeches of the Duce, mass rallies and other events of public ritual aimed at the homogenization of the people and for channelling their emotions towards the war in progress. Indeed, agreeing with most scholars, it can be argued that the gatherings during the Ethiopian war were both a cause and a result of the climax in consensus the regime achieved during the period. The country-wide preparations for the "General Assembly of the Forces of the Regime" (Adunata generale delle forze del regime) that marked the beginning of the Italian invasion of Ethiopia on October 2 nd 1935
were strictly implemented in the Province of Istria in line with the regime's expectations, and the general population was urged to participate in the mass demonstrations that were believed to have been marking the events of utmost historical significance. The preparations for the "Gathering", starting several weeks in advance, kept in mind the most minimal detail, ensuring the participation of every Fascist Party member, while the local daily ) included the listening to Mussolini's speeches through speakers put in public places, one of which had the huge Romanera Amphitheatre in Pula as a venue. The events happened in the whole Province, and local police were asked to report to the Prefecture in Pula in detail about events on each locality.
Summary
The author describes the preparation and implementation of mass rallies marking the beginning and the end of the Italian invasion of Ethiopia (October 1935 -May 1936 ) in Italy's province of Istria. Relying on official regime representation of these events through the writing of the regime-affiliated press and confidential documents, the paper discusses the main organizational and ideological features of the mass rallies, with an emphasis on the manner in which the fascist authorities prepared them and the way they were presented in the press. Throughout the war, mass rallies and events of public ritual contributed to the homogenization of the Italian people, culminating in May 1936 with oceanic assemblies celebrating the victory, and achieving the closest state of unity of the people with the Fascist regime. 
Riassunto
L'autore descrive i preparativi e lo svolgimento dei raduni di massa che hanno segnato l'inizio e la fine dell'invasione italiana dell 'Etiopia (ottobre 1935 'Etiopia (ottobre -maggio 1936 , in questo caso quelli tenutisi nella Provincia d'Istria. Con l'aiuto della versione ufficiale del regime su tali avvenimenti che traspare dai contenuti della stampa del regime e dai documenti confidenziali, questo articolo tratta le caratteristiche organizzative ed ideologiche dei raduni di massa, con particolare attenzione al modo in cui il governo fascista li preparava e presentava nella stampa.
Durante la guerra, i raduni di massa e gli eventi di rituale pubblico hanno favorito l'omogeneizzazione degli italiani, in maniera particolare nel maggio del 1936 con i raduni di massa in occasione dei festeggiamenti della vittoria e il conseguimento di una forte unità del popolo con il regime fascista.
I preparativi effettuati in tutto lo stato in occasione dell'"Adunata generale delle forze del regime", che ha segnato l'inizio dell'invasione italiana dell'Etiopia, sono stati eseguiti in maniera rigorosa anche nella Provincia d'Istria, in sintonia con le aspettative del regime, mentre la popolazione era stata esortata a partecipare alle dimostrazioni di massa, reputate quale tratto distintivo degli avvenimenti di grande rilevanza storica. I preparativi dell'Adunata tenevano conto dei minimi dettagli, assicurandovi la partecipazione di ciascun membro del Partito fascista. Il giornale locale Corriere Istriano ha motivato le masse a partecipare a questo evento.
L'Adunata si è tenuta il 2 ottobre 1935, e i documenti d'archivio e la stampa (interessati particolarmente alla sede provinciale di Pola), enfatizzano una presunta estrema euforia e l'entusiasmo provocati dall'evento, specie nel tratto riferito all'adorazione del Duce Benito Mussolini.
I raduni tenutisi durante il cosiddetto "Maggio radioso africano" nel 1936, in Istria erano costituiti da un periodo prolungato di continue mobilizzazioni e festeggiamenti durati dal 5 maggio (dopo l'annuncio della conquista della capitale etiopica di Adis Abeba) al 10 maggio (dopo la fondazione dell'Impero). A differenza del primo grande raduno del 2 ottobre 1935, questi incontri furono preparati in maniera molto più frettolosa, ma sono sempre ideologicamente organizzati e controllati dalla sede del regime di Roma. I due raduni principali (del 5 e del 9 maggio) includevano l'ascolto della trasmissione del discorso di Mussolini mediante gli altoparlanti collocati nei luoghi pubblici, uno dei quali si è svolto nell'Anfiteatro romano di Pola. Inoltre, i raduni erano accompagnati dall'usuale schema di organizzazione delle processioni e dalla musica, che intrattenevano la gente fino alle ore piccole. Tali eventi si sono svolti in tutta la Provincia e le forze di polizia locali avevano ricevuto l'ordine di informare dettagliatamente la Prefettura di Pola sui raduni tenutisi in ciascun abitato.
